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Rhode Island KIDS COUNT coordinates the Rlght

from the Start Campaign, a state policy coalition led

by eight organizations to advance state policies and budget priorities that
help babies and young children get off to the right start.

Both Rhode Island KIDS COUNT and the Right from the Start Campaign
strongly urge the Rl Department of Health to allocate sufficient funds to
sustain the First Connections program which is scheduled to receive a
Medicaid rate cut on July 1, 2024 if the Governor’s recommended budget is
passed and to allocate sufficient state funds required as a federal match to
allow the Department of Health to draw down the new federal funding
available to strengthen and expand evidence-based Maternal Infant and
Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) services.

First Connections Short-Term Newborn Home Visiting:

After 22 years without a Medicaid rate increase, the First Connections
program received a one-year temporary Medicaid rate increase in FY23
which was extended through FY24. The Governor’s FY25 budget EOHHS
recommendation will cut rates for the First Connections program, by
reducing the rate increase to only one-third of what they have been
receiving.

First Connections has been providing nurse-led home visiting services
statewide since at least the 1950s. Since the 1980s, it has served as the
state’s Child Find program for Early Intervention required under Part C of the
federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Currently delivered by four non-profit agencies, First Connections is
designed to identify babies’ and families’ needs as early as possible and
connect them with services to address those needs, including mental health
services, WIC, help with affordable housing, Early Intervention, and
comprehensive evidence-based family home visiting programs.

First Connections is Rhode Island’s frontline home visiting service for
families with newborns statewide. Since 2015, the number of families
receiving a First Connections visit has dropped by 23% from 3,800
families to 2,900 families.



Evidence-Based Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting
(MIECHYV) services.

Since 2010, the Rhode Island Department of Health has been receiving
federal Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) funds
to build and sustain family home visiting infrastructure to implement
evidence-based models that provide long-term comprehensive services
designed to help the whole family. Rhode Island currently receives $8.5
million/year in federal MIECHYV funds to implement three evidence-based
models: Healthy Families America, Nurse-Family Partnership, and Parents
as Teachers. These programs follow rigorous research models to deliver
services that produce lasting improved outcomes for children and families
including:
= Significant reductions in child maltreatment, language delays, and
emergency room visits for accidents.
= Significant improvements in school readiness, maternal mental
health, parental education, and parental employment.

Just since 2021, the number of families enrolled in an Evidence-Based
Home Visiting Program has dropped by 24% from 1,317 to 1,000
families.

Federal reauthorization of MIECHV funds occurred in December 2022 and
will provide level funding for 5 years. Newly authorized funds to strengthen
and expand services require a 25% state match to be phased in to draw
down funds. A January 2024 national survey of 40 states recently found
that Rhode Island is one of only two states (North Dakota is the other)
that does not have any state general funds allocated for the new
MIECVH match.

Right now (application is due May 29, 2024) there is a federal funding
opportunity open to draw down the new MIECHV funds and the
Department of Health is not able to apply for this funding until $242,000
of state general revenue is allocated that would enable them to bring in
another $762,000 in funds - totaling $968,000 that would go immediately
to help strengthen and expand evidence-based family home visiting
programs that we know improve short-term and long-term outcomes for
Rhode Island’s preghant and parenting families with babies and young
children.

Estimated MIECHV matching funds for future years is below:

Federal State Match Federal Funding Total New
Fiscal Year | Required Available with Match | Funding

FFY25 $356,000 $1,080,000 $1.4 million
FFY26 $535,000 $1,620,000 $2.2 million
FFY27 $787,000 $2,384,000 $3.2 million




We understand the DOH is trying to find funding so they can apply for the
current funding opportunity. We urge the General Assembly to allocate
sufficient funds in the SFY25 budget and beyond to allow the state to
draw down the full federal funding available.



